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According to statements by Brazilian President Jose Sarney on the morning of Nov. 28 in Acapulco,
Mexico, the presidents of eight Latin American nations are in agreement that Cuba should be
invited to rejoin regional organizations from which it was expelled in the early 1960s. Sarney said,
"There is a consensus among the presidents that we ought to struggle for the total integration
of Cuba into the inter- American system." He added that Cuba's presence in such regional
organizations was "indispensable" to their normal functioning.
Sarney was speaking on behalf of counterparts from Argentina, Colombia, Mexico, Panama, Peru,
Uruguay and Venezuela, participants in a four-day summit called to discuss regional problems
including the foreign debt problem and the Central American conflict. Cuba was expelled from the
Organization of American States following pressure by the US on Latin American and Caribbean
members of the organization. Cuba is also not a member of the hemisphere's two major economic
organizations, the Inter-American Development Bank and the Latin American Association for
Development and Integration.
Diplomats said the initial proposal to invite Cuba to rejoin regional groups was presented by
Uruguayan President Julio Maria Sanguinetti, and was strongly supported by Sarney and Peruvian
President Alan Garcia. Only Venezuelan President Jaime Lusinchi was reported to have expressed
some reservations, stemming from tense relations with Havana since Fidel Castro supported a
guerrilla insurgency in that country in the early 1960s. Until recently, Mexico was the only Latin
American nation to maintain normal diplomatic and commercial relations with Havana.
In recent years, several other countries in the region e.g., Brazil, Peru and Uruguay have acted to
restore relations with the Cuban government. [President Castro's interest in participating in regional
forums was highlighted two days before the announcement in Acapulco. In a speech to a congress
of Latin American economists in Havana on Nov. 26, he expressed hope that the "Group of Eight"
would open its doors to participation by other Latin American and Caribbean countries.]
Participants at the summit deliberations cited by the New York Times said the presidents had
also discussed the possibility of moving the headquarters of the OAS from Washington to a Latin
American country. One official said "there was opposition" to the idea but that a final position
had not been taken. The agreement on Cuba and a related one concerning the need to enhance
the "efficiency" of the OAS were described as "unofficial," and would not be included in the joint
document to be released by the eight leaders on Nov. 29. Action on these matters, said officials,
would be taken at the "appropriate opportunity." At a news conference on Nov. 29 attended by all
eight leaders, Mexican President Miguel de la Madrid said he and his counterparts have recognized
that the OAS does not effectively fulfill its function, and must be subjected to a detailed review
with the objective of strengthening the organization. De la Madrid said he and his colleagues had
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decided to "reflect and consult so that at the proper opportunity Cuba is re-integrated into the
OAS," and other regional groups. He added, "The fact that Latin America is reinforcing its own
mechanisms of political coordination and economic cooperation" independent of the US "does not
imply a rejection of the OAS."
The question of Cuba's readmission and changes in the OAS itself are expected to be raised next
year, when the OAS celebrates its 40th anniversary. According to Latin American diplomats cited
by the Times, these plans would not affect the Inter-American Treaty for Reciprocal Assistance
which provides for collective military action against external threats. Nov. 30: At a press briefing
in Washington, State Department spokesperson Charles Redman responded to questions on the
proposal to strengthen the OAS, and readmitting Cuba into hemispheric organizations.
Regarding the OAS "review," Redman said the US "welcomes any effort of this type." He added,
"For the past several years, the United States has been working with other OAS members to
revitalize the role of the organization in the hemisphere." On greater participation by the Cuban
government in hemispheric affairs, Redman emphasized that the presidents' communique of Nov.
29 did not contain a statement on the readmission of Cuba into the OAS, but only "statements to the
effect that such readmission could occur at a quote appropriate opportunity unquote." He continued
by saying that "Cuban conduct" in the international sphere would have to change prior to such
opportunity.
When asked for clarification on this matter, Redman said, "Basically, the fact that Cuba has been
involved in the subversion of democratic governments in the hemisphere is one of the basic reasons
that explains why Cuba has not been in OAS spheres since 1962. There's lots of documentation
as to Cuban involvement, particularly in Nicaragua and through the Nicaraguans with lots of
governments in Central America."
In Havana, Cuban Foreign Minister Ricardo Alarcon told foreign reporters that his government was
appreciative of the statements by the eight presidents that Cuba should be readmitted into the OAS,
and particularly to the host of the Acapulco conference, President Miguel de la Madrid. Alarcon
said that the exclusion of Cuba from the inter- American system is an "aberration." He added that
the summit in Acapulco represents the strengthening of Latin American independence which will
"permit the genuine development of our peoples." (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 11/26/87; AFP,
11/29/87, 11/30/87; AP, 11/28/87; New York Times, 11/30/87)
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